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AN EXTRAORDINARY 
PAIR OF TAPESTRY

OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY



AN EXTRAORDINARY 
PAIR OF TAPESTRIES

Th ird quarter of the Seventeenth century
cm. 285x200 each
 
 Th e pair of tapestries presented here be-
longed to the Venetian Doge Tiepolo Family. 
Th ey portrayed, in the central part of the em-
blem, topped by a golden crown, the Doge horn 
surrounded, alternating blue and red, with three 
silver towers and the Polish eagle, both propo-
sed again twice. Th e coat of arms is born either 
side by a pair of lions placed within an elabora-
te triumphal canopy. Entirely made of wool and 
silk, they measure cm. 285x200 and are in good 
condition.
  Th at of Tiepolo was one of the main 
Venetian noble families among whose members 
can be counted many leading fi gures in the pu-
blic life of the Serenissima and of the European 
courts. Among these, it is worth remembering, 
for the purposes of our research, Giovanni Tie-
polo, elected in 1633 Ambassador to Poland at 
the King Ladislaus IV court. Th e King honoured 
Giovanni with the Knight uniform and he char-
ged him to receive in Vienna his wife Cecilia Re-
nata of Austria, daughter of Emperor Ferdinand 
II. When he returned in Venice, he was elected 
senator and, aft erwards, ambassador to the house 
of Savoy. He returned to Poland in 1645 as extra-
ordinary Ambassador with the task of fi nding, in 
the name of the Republic of Venice, support for 
the defence of the Kingdom of Candia.
  Such episodes provide interesting rese-
arch ideas about the tapestries presented here: the 
presence of the Polish eagle is certainly a direct 
reference to the honours Giovanni received from 
the Polish royal family that wanted to emphasi-
ze the special relationship with the Republic of 
Venice and suggests, without margins of error, a 
terminus post quem for the dating of the same. 
It is just as likely that the tapestries were made 
on commission from the Royal Manufacture of 
Gobelins, the main factory of tapestries that exi-
sted in Europe and under the direct control of the 
French monarchy, which closed in 1694, a term 

which needs to be considered as terminus ante 
quem.
 Giovanni Tiepolo assignment as ambas-
sador to the House of Savoy, however, suggest a 
fascinating possibility that is appropriate to hint 
here. Th e production of tapestries in the Italian 
territory had, in the seventeenth century, some 
major manufacture in Naples, Rome, Florence 
and Turin, the capital of the Savoy kingdom. If 
the hypothesis - for now only hinted at by some 
scholars - that these tapestry were produced by 
the Manifattura Torinese was confi rmed, then we 
would fi nd ourselves in the presence of a histori-
cal fi nd of inestimable value. Th e artistic quality 
achieved in the production of the tapestries, and 
the documentary fi nding of a factory, whose qua-
lity of manufactured goods has reached us almost 
exclusively through oral tradition and of which 
there are now very few examples, are really remar-
kable.
  To make these tapestries even more ex-
traordinary also contributes the fact that a copy 
completely analogous is kept at the Hermitage 
Museum in St. Petersburg. It is worth mentio-
ning, in fact, that in the second half of the eighte-
enth century, the Polish territory was divided 
between Austria, Prussia and Russia. Still, aft er 
the Napoleonic Wars, the Kingdom of Poland 
was ruled by the Russian Tsar government that 
slowly but consistently drove a reduction of the 
Polish state freedom until the total annexation. 
Th erefore, it is quite plausible that these tapestri-
es were preserved together inside a property of 
the Tiepolo family in the Polish territory. Over 
the centuries the collection was partially split - on 
one side - a specimen entered in the Russian state 
property, intended ultimately for the prestigious 
collections
of the Hermitage - on the other side - a couple 
was brought in Italy, kept in a major private col-
lection, and, today, CHIODELLI ARTE has the 
pleasure and the honour to present it. A couple 
of extraordinary tapestries for quality, history, ar-
tistic value and worth, as well testifi ed by its pre-
sence in one of the world’s largest museums, to 
fi gure in an important private collection.


